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WORLD  CATSIg  NUMBERS   

COmHUB  RISE  IN  1958 

World  cattle  eontlnued  to  increase  steadily  during  1958^  setting  a  new  record 
of  aljnost  992  minion  bead,    Siis  Is  about  1  percent  (l4  million  bead)  above 
last  year  and  8  percent  (77  mi lllon  bead)  above  tbe  I95I-55  average.  Bjere 
will  probably  be  over  1  billion  bead  by  tbe  end  of  1959. 

Ohe  l4-mlllion-bead  rise  in  I958  resulted  from  increases  of  ^.1  million  in 
botb  tbe  Soviet  Iftiion  and  Nortb  America^  2.2  million  in  Soutb  i^merica^  1.8 
million  in  Asia^  1.6  million  in  West  Europe,  6CX),0CX)  in  Africa,  and  300,000 


CA!CEI£:    Estimated  world  to1;al  by  continent  or  area, 
average  1936-to,  19^5-50,  1951-55,  annual  1958-59 


Continent 
or  area 


Average 


1936-iK) :  19^50  2 1951-55 


1958 


1959 
ll 


Cbange: 


1959 


1959 


1951-55  .  1958 


Nortb  America 
Soutb  America 

Europe  

U.S.S.H.  •••• 

Africa  

Asia  

Oceania.  • .  •  •  • 

Ototal... 


1,000 
bead 

96,700 
105,500 
102,500 

59,800 

6U,6oo 
308,200 

18,100 


1,000   •  1,000 


1,000 


1,000 


Bercent 


112,700 
123,800 
95,900 
50,800 
86,800 
29*^,800 
19,100 


129, 7^ 
138,970 
102,1^50 
57,020 

103,195 
362,lHO 
21,080 


137,280  1^^1,350 

152,270  15^,510 

105,^90  107,^30 

66,700  70,800 

115,605  116,165 

377,300  379,090 

23,oUo  22,590 


+  9 
+11 

+  5 
+2lf 

+13 
+  5 
+  7 


Percent 

+3 
+1 
42 
+6 
+ 

-2 


755,i*00   783,900   91^,865   977,685   991,935      +  8 


+1 


1/  Preliminary. 


CkmiE:    maOser  In  specified  countries,  average  1951-55,  nnnrml  I956-59 


Country 

Ifcnth 
est±nate 

ox 

: 

Average 

• 

1956  : 

1957 

1  t 
:    1958  s/  : 

1959  s/ 

BOROE  AMERICA: 

»JOU£«nas : 

:  xnonsands  ^ 

aousandfl 

:  Dec. 

1 

1/ 

:  8,673 

9,997 

10,379 

10,293 

10,112 

•  Spring 

:  17,200 

18,000 

18,700 

18,900 

i9,iK» 

:  Jan. 

1 

:  91,333 

96,801* 

9**,  502 

93,S50 

96,851 

:  Dec. 

31 

1/ 

'  xou 

1  m 
X{\J 

Jan. 

link 

iii-tA 

 : — HZ  

 HZ 

Tfeii'ted  States,  and  possessions  •  •  •  • 

:     iJ.  f ,  ( 

IOC  Iion 

toll  OM\ 

JL^'*,«9W 

120,900 

Spring 

!  705 

8M* 

9^9 

981 

:  Oct. 

i/ 

:  79^ 

93^ 

985 

— 



May 

:  1,133 

1,033 

~~~ 

1,333 

Aug. 

1,121 

:  1,213 

1,260 

1,328 

J  573 

'59U 

622 

62^ 

 ^ 

5,5?0 

5,800 

6,200 

6.1*10 

6,?10 

Dec. 

lf,l*08 

^,500 

5,500 

5,700 

5,850 

July 

885 

923 

930 

6,360 

6,i*ao 

7,500 

7,710 

7.860 

Total  Bbrtli  America 

129,71*0 

137,700 

137.900 

137,280 

l4l.^50 

SOUm  AICB3CA.; 

Jtoae 

30 

!  U2,688 

1*6, 91*0 

1*4,203 

1*1,100 

— 

Jan. 

i/2,260 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dec. 

31 

J/ 

56,071 

63,608 

66,695 

69,5^*8 

72,000 

Jtme 

2,59»^ 

2,560 

2,580 

2,590 



Oct. 

U 

12, 9M* 

12,500 

13,390 

ll*,l*90 

14,490 

1,377 

1,271* 

1,363 

i^,099 

l*,l*26 

3,930 

Dec. 

U 

2,608 

3,'*39 

3,380 

3,332 

3,224 

May 

7,797 

7,1*33 

7,200 

7,^*30 

6.313 

6,700 

6,000 

TIcytal  South  Aasrica 

138,970 

151,360 

151,1*70 

152,270 

154,510 

EUROEB: 

Dec. 

3 

2,303 

2,3^*6 

2,325 

2,297 

2,279 

Jan. 

1 

2,153 

2,21*2 

2,1*85 

2,1*13 

2,1*82 

Dec. 

31 

u 

2,989 

3,082 

3,151 

3,224 

June 

15 

1,852 

1,839 

1,81*5 

1,936 



Oct. 

16,506 

17,572 

17,792 

17,928 

l8,4o4 

Dec. 

3 

y. 

ll,U70 

11,588 

11,850 

11,953 

12,071 

Dec. 

31 

9^2 

1,032 

1,057 

1,086 

1,116 

Jan. 

1 

3,925 

1*,070 

1*,022 

3,970 

4,053 

Jan. 

8,711 

8,1*60 

8,1*79 

8,630 

9,000 

May 

15 

131 

131 

133 

— 

— 

Dec. 

2,733 

2,713 

2,785 

2,873 

3,015 

Dec. 

1,127 

1,067 

1,060 

1,068 

1,060 

Dec. 

15 

1,050 

1,071* 

— 

April 

0  AAA 
£,000 

2,737 

2,736 

2,731* 

Jane 

1 

2,557 

2,1*31* 

2,1*26 

2,51*3 

April 

1,620 

1,61*5 

1,61*3 

1,661* 

1,700 

Dec. 

1 

1/ 

10,132 

10,755 

10,711 

10,819 

11,021 

7l*  880 

Jan. 

1,896 

1,856 

1,772 



— 

Jan. 

1 

k,2h$ 

1*,107 

J*,13i* 

4,091 

4,183 

Dec. 

3 

u 

3,790 

3,760 

3,719 

— ~— 

March 

0  1  rtA 

2,170 

1,973 

June 

7,U88 

8,353 

8,260 

8,207 

— 

Jan. 

1*,6U7 

i*,8oo 

4,1*70 

Jan. 

15 

5,061 

5,273 

5,006 

4,922 

5,092 

29,2l40 

30,320 

29,500 

29,100 

29,44o 

102,1*50 

105,200 

105,130 

105,490 

107,430 

Jan. 

1 

57,020 

58,800 

61,1*00 

66,700 

70,800 

(Ccotinued) 
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CAa^IE:    Iftonber  In  specified  countries,  average  1951-55,  annual  1956-59  (Continued) 


Country 


Month  of 
estimate  i/ 


Average 
1951-55 


1956 


1957 


19582/    :    1959  2/ 


AFTtICA: 

Algeria  ^  

Egypt  2/  

Sthiopia  and  Eritrea. 


Tunisia...  

Obtal  North  Africa. 


Basutoland  

Bechuanaland. ..................< 

Belgian  Congo  and  Ruanda  Urundii 

Ca2Deroun.«).  

French  Equa^borial  Africa  

French  West  Africa  ii/  


Kenya  

Mozambique  

Nigeria  and  British  Cameroons. 
Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  22/***< 

Swaziland  , 

^I^mganylka.  ................... 


Uiion  of  South  Africa  

Total  South  Africa...  

Total  Africa. 

ASIA: 

Iran  jj  

Iraq  jJ  23/  

Syria  jJ  

a\irkey  "jJ  

Total  South  West  Asia  

China  Mainland  lh/  

Total  Sast  Central  Asia  

Burma  jJ  iS/  

Cambodia  2j.  

Ceylon  2j  

China,  Taivan  jJ  

India  jJ   

Indonesia  jJ  

Japan  

Korea,  South  

Laos  2j  

Malaya  jJ  

Pakistan  jJ  

Philippines  jJ  

lhailand  


Nov.  20  i/ 
Jan.  1 

Dec.    1  1/ 

Dec.  1/ 

Dec.  31  J/ 


Dec.  31  1/ 
Dec.  ij 


Dec.  1/ 

Dec.  31  i/ 

Dec.  2j 
Aug.  31 


March 

Dec.  31  ij 


835 
2,685 
20,830 
4,lf57 


912 
22.,QO0 
502 


Thousands  :  Thousands  illhousftJids 
8U0  826  950 

  2,785  2,819 

22,500  23,000   

6,907  6,916   

^4-91  J}^  -— 


3^,100 


36,705  38,U90 


39,070 


1,237 

1,087 
1,710 
1,240 
^,152 
7,796 
790 
6,757 
5,960 

78e 

9,667 

4,202 
421 
6,393 
2,738 


1,245 

4oo 
1,236 
1,797 
1,225 
l*,335 
9,i*55 

860 
7,265 
6,228 

835 
11,000 
4,385 

438 
6,750 
3,094 


1,214 

382 

1,862 
1,280 
4,399 

870 
7,265 

&\2. 

11,000 
4,556 

^  463 
7,000 
3,232 


1,176 


1,963 
1,300 
4,412 


4,711 

7,130 
3,308 


March 
Dec, 

Dec. 
May 

Feb. 
Dec. 


Mar.  31 


1/ 


5,424 
1,291 
1,918 
384 
200,297 
7,576 
2,782 
616 
310 
510 
37,439 
3,467 
11,025 


5,653 
1,221 
2,240 
412 
203,629 
7,947 
3,216 
867 
425 
529 
37,569 
4,429 
12,000 


5,713 
1,301 
2,150 
4l4 

7,879 
3,177 
917 

538 


423 


3,127 
967 


39,250 


1,150 


2,000 


4,800 
7,011 


69,095 

 — — 

74,895 



75,710 

76,535 

76,915 

103,195 

111,600 

114,200 

115,605 

116,165 

4,654 
2,177 
459 

11,577 

5,234 
1,910 
474 
12,115 

5,395 
1,900 
491 
12,621 

5,500 

512 
L2,706 

13,088 

19,570 

20,510 

21,210 

21,440 

21,800 

59,671 

66,748 

6l,4oo 

68,500 

65,800 

65,800 

66,800 

3,210 


546  — 


Total  South  and  £1 

:     281, 44o 

288,535 

289,255 

290,060 

290,490 

Total  Asia... 

:  362,410 

377,545 

376,265 

377,300 

379,090 

OCEANIA: 

:     Mar.  3I 
:     Jan.  3I 

i  15,361 
:  5,468 

16,457 
5,600 

17,257 
5,809 

16,900 
5,875 

16, 400 
5,925 

Total  Oceania 

:  21,080 

22,320 

23,330 

23,0^ 

22,590 

:  914,865 

964,525 

969,695 

977,685 

991,935 

^  Census  or  estimate  for  year  shown  except  that  end  of  year  (October-December)  is  included  under  following  year  for 

comparison  and  totals,    g/  Preliminary.    2/  Adjusted  to  Include  Bocas  del  Toro  and  Darien.    ii/  Less  than  5  years. 

5/  Excludes  Faroe  Islands  and  Greenland.    ^  Excludes  Saarland,    j/  Includes  buffaloes »    ^  Excludes  livestock  on  faims 

less  than  1  hecteore.    2/  One  year  old  and  older,    lo/  Number  taxed  only.    2^  includes  Guinea  which  became  Independent 

October  I958.    ig/  European-owned  stock  Sept.  30,  other  Dec.  3I,    i2/  Agricultural  holdings  only.    Non-nomadlc . 

iJl/  Includes  22  provinces,  Manchuria,  Slnkiang,  and  Tibet.    Excludes  Outer  Mongolia.    i5/  Excludes  Puato,  Chin  Hills,  Shan 

States,  and  Karenni,    2^  Censvis  May  I95I  throu^  August  1952.    I956  March  and  April. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  other 
foreign'  source  material,  reports  of  Ifeited  States  Agricultural  Atta^es  and  other  representatives  abroad,  results  of  office 
research  and  related  Information.    Estimated  totals,  include  allowance  for  any  missing  data  for  countries  shown  and  for 
other  producing  countries  not  shown.    April  30,  1959. 
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in  East  Sorope*    Cattle  in  Oceania  declined  about  lKX)^000  bead*    Cattle  have 
increased  l6«7  mil  11  on  head  over  the  19^1<-^^  average  in  Asia»    Toe  gain  in 
South  America  "was  15 minion^  in  the  Soviet  Iftiion  13«8  million^  in  Africa 
13«0  inillion^  in  North  Asaerica  11«7  sdllion^  in  Europe       miUion^  and  in 
Oceania  X*5  millioa* 

^1or  Ebcporters*— »Bie  laost  significant  developoent  in  world  cattle  numbers 
f»n'»Hng  1958  was  the  continued  decrease  in  ^£gi^£|fi§i«   A  13-percent  drop  since 
the  hi^  of  1956  has  caused  considerable  concern  in  Argentine  cattle  circles^ 
and  the  Qovermosnt  took  vigorous  steps  in  early  I959  to  reverse  this  -terend* 
In  effect,  the  Argentine  cattle  and  xaeat-packing  industries  have  been  freed 
frca  government  controls  idiich  had  encouraged  slau^^ter  and  hi^  domestic 
consumption  at  tmrealistically  lov  prices*    Prices  have  risen  several  fold 
since  January*    Slau^ter  and  consuB^ion  have  dropped  sharply*   Numbers  are 
eospected  to  remain  steady  or  increase  sli^tly  throu^  1959*         sharp  drop 
in  cattle  slau^ter,  however,  vas  at  the  expense  of  Argentine  beef  e:^37ts, 
vhich  vere  substantially  belov  previous  levels  during  most  of  19^8  and  early 
1959*   Argentine  e^)orts  of  beef  are  e^tpected  to  remain  low  for  several  years* 

A^ifl-kyfti4fi|n  cattle,  estimated  at  l6*h  million  on  Itoch  I5,  19^9,  were  ^  percent 
below  their  I957  hi^*    The  decline  was  due  to  a  severe  drou^rt  throug^iout 
most  of  1957  and  19^8*   At  present,  pastures  in  Australia  are  in  good  condi- 
tion and  calf  production  and  wel^t  gains  are  es^cted  to  be  large*  Record 
hl^  prices  for  cattle,  due  to  strong  foreign  dftmand  for  beef,  are 
encouraging  slau^bter*    The  effect  of  the  present  record  Australian  slau^ter 
has  not  yet  been  detexmined*    It  is  generally  believed  that  Australian  nuiabers 
will  not  increase  during  19^9  and  present  unusually  high  levels  of  cow 
Blau^xter  may  result  in  a  reduction* 

Uruguayan  nuBt>ers  continued  low*   Reduced  numbers  plus  financial  and  labor 
difficulties  in  the  Uruguayan  packing  industry  have  reduced  exports  shaxply, 
AUgrfTM^-fc^ng  ih:iaguay  as  a  major  expoirter  in  the  world  beef  trade*  Recent 
severe  floods  throu^^iout  Uruguay  have  caused  undetermined  losses  among  cattle, 
and  the  Hay  19^9  cattle  numbers  are  estimated  to  be  below  the  same  period  in 
1958. 

Canadian  cattle  numbers  continued  to  decline  in  19^8*   A  shaarp  reduction  in 
cattle  slau^rter  and  e^cports  during  19^9  is  e^g^cted  to  halt  this  trend,  and 
msBbers  will  probably  rise  by  the  end  of  the  year^ 

cattle  numbers  continue  to  rise  as  slau^ter  decreases*  Cattle 
numbers  are  expected  to  continue  to  rise  in  19?9*  Tif^iY^ftyjc  and  Ireland  show 
steady  increases  in  cattle  numbers* 

MBLlor  Jkpoxters*— 4Ailted  Kfp^tji  cattle  nuiabers  continued  their  steady  postwar 
upward  trend  in  19^8*   High  prices  for  beef  due  to  reduced  is^ports  and 
continued  strong  demand  have  encouraged  British  faxmers  to  expand  their  cattle 
herds*   Further  increases  are  expected  during  19^9o 

By  the  end  of  I958,  Xftilted  States  cattle  had  increased  to  96#9  million  head, 
h  percent  abonre  the  I957  low  and  equal  to  the  previous  hi^jfci  at  the  end  of 
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1933  •    U«S*  cattle  axe  Increasing  rapidly  and  will  pro%}ably  exceed  100 
nillloa  bead  by  the  end  of  the  ye&t^ 

T-hfti  fan  cattle  continued  their  steady  rise  in  response  to  Government  encour- 
agemsnt  to  pcroducers*    Numbers  have  increased  more  rapidly  than  demand^  and 
there  vas  dounvard  pressure  on  beef  prices  during  19^8«   Hbvever^  cattle  are 
expected  to  continue  to  increase  during  1939* 

Other  arejas>— Central  Axaerican  cattle  have  increased  steadily  in  recent  years 
and  are  23  percent  above  the  I95I-55  average  •  Olie  growing  eagerness  of 
Central  American  producers  and  traders  to  enter  the  vorld  beef  trade  in  recent 
years  is  expected  to  result  in  expansion  of  this  area*s  exports* 

Althou^  cattle  in  Africa  south  of  the  Sahara  have  shown  only  moderate  rises 
in  recent  years^  an  iioportant  change  is  taking  place  in  the  structuire  of  the 
cattle  industry  in  that  area*    European  settlers  are  es^pendlng  cooinercial 
livestock  ranches*    Hatlve  Afxrlcans,  many  of  whoa  have  a  long  tradition  of 
cattle  holding^  are  becoming  aware  of  the  coomercial  possibilities  of  their 
large  herds*    Cattle  slau^ter  and  beef  production  have  risen  much  faster 
than  have  nunibers*    Sils  trend  is  expected  to  continue*    With  their  low 
domestic  per  capita  consumption  and  limited  domestic  markets  for  the  better 
grades  of  beef ^  several  countries  of  South  Africa  are  now  looking  for  exposrt 
markets* 

Cattle  in  West  Europe  rose  2  percent  in  I93B  and  are  e^goected  to  continue 
Increasing  in  19^9  •    However,  they  have  not  kept  pace  with  growing  demand  for 
beef  as  West  European  living  standards  rise*   West  Europe  is  expected  to 
increase  its  Jmposrts  of  beef  during  the  next  few  years* 

East  EuroTJean  cattle,  \^ch  declined  over  the  past  sevez^  years,  rose 
slifi^itly  in  1958.    OSiey  still  remain  below  their  1953  bi**    Most  of  the 
Increase  was  in  Ytigoslavia  and  Czechoslovakia* 

Cattle  iu  the  Soviet  \3nXoa  continued  to  Increase  rapidly*    Althou^  cattle  did 
not  recover  from  the  losses  suffered  during  World  War  H  until  long  after  the 
rest  of  the  world,  recent  gains  have  been  Isipressive*    The  rapid  grovth  of  the 
Soviet  cattle  nuznbers  and  beef  production  has  been  accompanied  by  a  reduction 
in  U*S*S*R*  meat  imports*    Increased  production  of  fodder  and  feedgrsLlns 
th3X3fu^iout  the  Soviet  Uhlon,  plus  intensive  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  promote  livestock  production,  are  expected  to  result  in  con- 
tinxied  rapid  increases* 


